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kind, which the pupil is to have before him, and from which he is to 
read the words as he has learned to pronounce them in the " Guide." 
When we consider the amount of wrong, vulgar, unanalogical, absolutely 
offensive pronunciation that is current, and that not only among the 
uncultured, but among the refined and well-educated, at the bar and in 
the pulpit, and when we remember, each for himself, the difficulty ex- 
perienced in correcting mispronunciations that have become habitual, 
we cannot but attach a very high value to an educational manual in 
this department. Mr. Stearns's book ought to be adopted at once into 
every grammar school, high school, and academy in the land. 



22 City Poems. By Alexander Smith. Boston : Ticknor and 

Fields. 1857. 16mo. pp. 138. 

We were not among the admirers of Alexander Smith's first poems ; 
and in these, while we find Jess to reprehend and more to praise, we 
occasionally detect a sensuousness which is not to our taste, and it seems 
to us that they are characterized rather by flashes of poetic fire, and fe- 
licitous morceaux of description and sentiment, than by sustained merit, 
either of thought, diction, or rhythm. But there is undeniable wealth 
of fancy in the brain that could give birth to such passages as these : — 

" The stream of my existence boils and leaps 
Through broken rainbows 'mong the purple fells, 
And breaks its heart 'mid rocks, close-jammed, confined, 
And plunges in a chasm black and blind, 
To rage in hollow gulfs and iron hells, 
And thence escaping, tamed and broken, creeps 
Away in a wild sweat of beads and bells." — p. 65. 

" A sudden veil 
Of rain dimmed all ; and when the shade drew off, 
Before us, oat toward the mighty sun, 
The firth was throbbing with glad flakes of light. 
The mountains from their solitary pines 
Ran down in bleating pastures to the sea." — p. 100. 

" Thou, Love, who wrapt 
Thyself in flesh, and sat awhile disguised 
At the rude feast of our Humanity, 
And tasted every sweet and bitter there, 
Then rose and unsuspected went away ; 
Who loved the humble ones at Bethany ; 
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Who wept o'er Lazarus, and with thy tears 

Comforted all the family of grief 

In every time, in every far-off land ; — 

Thou, infinite Tenderness, wilt pardon me 

If my heart murmured when my lips were still. 

Our life is noble, Thou hast breathed its air ; 

Death sweet, for Thou hast died. On Thy way home 

One night thou slept'st within the dreadful grave, 

And took away its fear. O, smile on me ! 

The world and I have done ; with humble heart 

I sit down at thy glorious gates and wait 

Till death shall lead me in." — p. 131. 



23. — The Poets of the Nineteenth Century. Selected and edited by the 
Rev. Robert Aris Willmott, Incumbent of Bearwood. With 
English and American Additions, arranged by Evert A. Dtjyc- 
kinck, Editor of the Cyclopaedia of American Literature. Illustrated 
with one hundred and thirty-two Engravings, drawn by eminent Art- 
ists. New York: Harper and Brothers. 1858. 8vo. pp. 616. __, 

This volume consists chiefly of well-known poems, in part by the 
confessedly classical authors from Beattie downward, and in part by 
those who are worthily favorites -with their own generation, yet have 
a less certain hold upon posterity. Mr. Willmott's collection was made 
solely from British poets. Mr. Duyckinck has added a few English 
poems, with numerous selections from American authors. Both editors 
have performed their task with faultless taste and discriminating judg- 
ment. The illustrations are, many of them, of exquisite design, and 
are all appropriate and well executed. About one fourth of them are 
by American artists. The designs of the Brothers Dalziel among the 
English, and those of Darley among the American illustrations, are 
amply worthy of the names they bear. The mechanical execution of 
the work — paper, type, binding — is adapted to make it a favorite 
among the gift-books of the season and of successive seasons ; and it is 
very seldom that so much choice literature in a form so beautiful and 
attractive can be placed on a drawing-room table. 



24 — Letters from the Slave States. By James Stirling. London : 
John W. Parker and Son. 1857. 16mo. pp. 374. 

Mr. Stirling is an intelligent and highly educated Scotchman, 



